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FACILITY CLOSURE 

At some point in the future, the project will cease operation and close down. 
At that time, it will be necessary to ensure that the closure occurs in such a 
way that public health and safety and the environment are protected from 
adverse impacts. Although the project setting for this project does not 
appear, at this time, to present any special or unusual closure problems, it is 
impossible to foresee what the situation will be in 30 years or more when the 
project ceases operation. Therefore, provisions must be made which provide 
the flexibility to deal with the specific situation and project setting that exist at 
the time of closure. LORS pertaining to facility closure are identified in the 
sections dealing with each technical area. Facility closure will be consistent 
with LORS in effect at the time of closure. 

There are at least three circumstances in which a facility closure can take 
place: planned closure, unexpected temporary closure and unexpected 
permanent closure. 

PLANNED CLOSURE 

A planned closure occurs at the end of a project s life, when the facility is 
closed in an anticipated, orderly manner, at the end of its useful economic or 
mechanical life, or due to gradual obsolescence. 

UNEXPECTED TEMPORARY CLOSURE 

An unplanned unexpected temporary closure occurs when the facility is 
closed suddenly and/or unexpectedly, on a short-term basis, due to 
unforeseen circumstances such as a natural disaster, or an emergency. 

UNEXPECTED PERMANENT CLOSURE 

An unplanned unexpected permanent closure occurs if the project owner 
closes the facility suddenly and/or unexpectedly, on a permanent basis. This 
includes unexpected closure where the owner remains accountable for 
implementing the on-site contingency plan. It can also include unexpected 
closure where the project owner is unable to implement the contingency plan, 
and the project is essentially abandoned. 

GENERAL CONDITIONS FOR FACILITY CLOSURE 

PLANNED CLOSURE 
In order to ensure that a planned facility closure does not create adverse 
impacts, a closure process that provides for careful consideration of available 
options and applicable laws, ordinances, regulations, standards, and 
local/regional plans in existence at the time of closure, will be undertaken. 
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To ensure adequate review of a planned project closure, the project owner 
shall submit a proposed facility closure plan to the Energy Commission for 
review and approval at least twelve months prior to commencement of 
closure activities (or other period of time agreed to by the CPM). The project 
owner shall file 120 copies (or other number of copies agreed upon by the 
CPM) of a proposed facility closure plan with the Energy Commission. 

The plan shall: 

1. identify and discuss any impacts and mitigation to address significant 
adverse impacts associated with proposed closure activities and to 
address facilities, equipment, or other project related remnants that will 
remain at the site. 

2. identify a schedule of activities for closure of the power plant site, 
transmission line corridor, and all other appurtenant facilities constructed 
as part of the project; 

3. identify any facilities or equipment intended to remain on site after 
closure, the reason, and any future use; and 

4. address conformance of the plan with all applicable laws, ordinances, 
regulations, standards, local/regional plans in existence at the time of 
facility closure, and applicable conditions of certification. 

Also, in the event that there are significant issues associated with the 
proposed facility closure plan s approval, or the desires of local officials or 
interested parties are inconsistent with the plan, the CPM shall hold one or 
more workshops and/or the Commission may hold public hearings as part of 
its approval procedure. 

In addition, prior to submittal of the proposed facility closure plan, a meeting 
shall be held between the project owner and the Commission CPM for the 
purpose of discussing the specific contents of the plan. 

As necessary, prior to, or during the closure plan process, the project owner 
shall take appropriate steps to eliminate any immediate threats to public 
health and safety and the environment, but shall not commence any other 
closure activities, until Commission approval of the facility closure plan is 
obtained. 

UNEXPECTED TEMPORARY CLOSURE 
In order to ensure that public health and safety and the environment are 
protected in the event of an unexpected temporary facility closure, it is 
essential to have an on-site contingency plan in place. The on-site 
contingency plan will help to ensure that all necessary steps to mitigate 
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impacts to public health and safety and the environmental impacts, are taken 
in a timely manner. 

The project owner shall submit an on-site contingency plan for CPM review 
and approval. The plan shall be submitted no less that 60 days (or other 
time agreed to by the CPM) prior to commencement of commercial 
operation. The approved plan must be in place prior to commercial operation 
of the facility and shall be kept at the site at all times. 

The project owner, in consultation with the CPM, will update the on-site 
contingency plan as necessary. The CPM may require revisions to the on
site contingency plan over the life of the project. In the annual compliance 
reports submitted to the Energy Commission, the project owner will review 
the on-site contingency plan, and recommend changes to bring the plan up 
to date. Any changes to the plan must be approved by the CPM. 

The on-site contingency plan shall provide for taking immediate steps to 
secure the facility from trespassing or encroachment. In addition, for 
closures of more than 90 days (unless other arrangements are agreed to by 
the CPM), the plan shall provide for removal of hazardous materials and 
hazardous wastes, draining of all chemicals from storage tanks and other 
equipment and the safe shutdown of all equipment (also see specific 
conditions of certification for the technical areas of Hazardous Materials 
Management and Waste Management). 

In addition, consistent with requirements under unexpected permanent 
closure addressed below, the nature and extent of insurance coverage, and 
major equipment warranties must also be included in the on-site contingency 
plan. In addition, the status of the insurance coverage and major equipment 
warranties must be updated in the annual compliance reports. 

In the event of an unexpected temporary closure, the project owner shall 
notify the PM, as well as other responsible agencies, by telephone, fax, e
mail, etc., within 24 hours and shall take all necessary steps to implement the 
on-site contingency plan. The project owner shall keep the CPM informed of 
the circumstances and expected duration of the closure. 

If the CPM determines that a temporary closure is likely to be permanent, or 
for a duration of more than twelve months, a closure plan consistent with that 
for a planned closure shall be developed and submitted to the CPM within 90 
days of the CPM s determination (or other period of time agreed to by the 
CPM). 

UNEXPECTED PERMANENT CLOSURE 

The on-site contingency plan required for unexpected temporary closure 
shall also cover unexpected permanent facility closure. All of the 
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requirements specified for unexpected temporary closure shall also apply to 
unexpected permanent closure. 

In addition, the on-site contingency plan shall address how the project owner 
will ensure that all required closure steps will be successfully undertaken in 
the unlikely event of abandonment. 

In the event of an unexpected permanent closure, the project owner shall 
notify the CPM, as well as other responsible agencies, by telephone, fax, e
mail, etc., within 24 hours and shall take all necessary steps to implement the 
on-site contingency plan. The project owner shall keep the CPM informed of 
the status of all closure activities. 

A closure plan consistent with that for a planned closure shall be developed 
and submitted to the CPM within 90 days of the permanent closure (or other 
period of time agreed to by the CPM). 

DELEGATE AGENCIES 

To the extent permitted by law, the Energy Commission may delegate 
authority for compliance verification and enforcement to various state and 
local agencies that have expertise in subject areas where specific 
requirements have been established as a condition of certification. If a 
delegate agency does not participate in this program, the Energy 
Commission staff will establish an alternative method of verification and 
enforcement. Energy Commission staff reserves the right to independently 
verify compliance. 

In performing construction and operation monitoring of the project, the 
Energy Commission staff acts as, and has the authority of, the Chief Building 
Official (CBO). The Commission staff retains this authority when delegating 
to a local CBO. Delegation of authority for compliance verification includes 
the authority for enforcing codes, the responsibility for code interpretation 
where required, and the authority to use discretion, as necessary, in 
implementing the various codes and standards. 

Whenever an agency s responsibility for a particular area is transferred by 
law to another entity, all references to the original agency shall be interpreted 
to apply to the successor entity. 

ENFORCEMENT 

The Energy Commission s legal authority to enforce the terms and conditions 
of its Decision is specified in Public Resources Code sections 25534 and 
25900. The Energy Commission may amend or revoke the certification for 
any facility, and may impose a civil penalty for any significant failure to 

37 



WALNUTENERGYCENTER 

Application For Certification (02-AFC-4) 
Stanislaus County 

CALIFORNIA 
ENERGY 
COMMISSION 

z: 
0 -"' -'-' 
Ill 
�~� 

z 
0 -"' "' -E 
E 
0 
'-' 

FEBRUARY 2004 
P800·04·006 



COM-11, Reporting of Complaints, Notices, and Citations 

Prior to the start of construction, the project owner must send a letter to property owners 
living within one mile of the project providing them a telephone number to contact 
project representatives with questions, complaints, or concerns. If the telephone is not 
staffed 24 hours per day, it shall include automatic answering with date and time stamp 
recording. All recorded inquiries shall be responded to within 24 hours. The telephone 
number shall be posted at the project site and made easily visible to passersby during 
construction and operation. The telephone number shall be provided to the CPM who 
will post it on the Energy Commission's web page at: 

http://www.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/power_plants_contacts.html 

Any changes to the telephone number shall be submitted immediately to the CPM who 
will update the web page. 

In addition to the monthly and annual compliance reporting requirements described 
above, the project owner shall report and provide copies of all complaint forms, notices 
of violation, notices of fines, official warnings, and citations, within 10 days of receipt, to 
the CPM. Complaints shall be logged and numbered. Noise complaints shall be 
recorded on the form provided in the NOISE Conditions of Certification. All other 
complaints shall be recorded on the complaint form (Attachment A). 

Facility Closure 

At some point in the future, the project will cease operation and close down. At that 
time, it will be necessary to ensure that the closure occurs in such a way that public 
health, safety, and the environment are protected from adverse impacts. Although the 
setting for this project does not appear, at this time, to present any special or unusual 
closure problems, it is impossible to foresee what the situation will be in 30 years or 
more when the project ceases operation. Therefore, provisions must be made that 
provide the flexibility to deal with the specific situation and project setting that exist at 
the time of closure. Laws, ordinances, regulations, and standards (LORS) pertaining to 
facility closure are identified in the sections dealing with each technical area. Facility 
closure must be consistent with LORS in effect at the time of closure. 

There are at least three circumstances in which a facility closure can take place: 
planned closure, unplanned temporary closure, and unplanned permanent closure. 

CLOSURE DEFINITIONS 

Planned Closure 

A planned closure occurs when the facility is closed in an anticipated, orderly manner, 
at the end of its useful economic or mechanical life, or due to gradual obsolescence. 
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Unplanned Temporary Closure 

An unplanned temporary closure occurs when the facility is closed suddenly and/or 
unexpectedly, on a short-term basis, due to unforeseen circumstances such as a 
natural disaster or an emergency. 

Unplanned Permanent Closure 

An unplanned permanent closure occurs if the project owner closes the facility suddenly 
and/or unexpectedly, on a permanent basis. This includes unplanned closure where the 
owner remains accountable for implementing the on-site contingency plan. It can also 
include unplanned closure where the project owner is unable to implement the 
contingency plan, and the project is essentially abandoned. 

GENERAL CONDITIONS FOR FACILITY CLOSURE 

COM-12. Planned Closure 

In order to ensure that a planned facility closure does not create adverse impacts, a 
closure process that provides for careful consideration of available options and 
applicable LORS and local/regional plans in existence at the time of closure will be 
undertaken. To ensure adequate review of a planned project closure, the project owner 
shall submit a proposed facility closure plan to the Energy Commission for review and 
approval at least 12 months prior to commencement of closure activities (or other period 
of time agreed to by the CPM). The project owner shall file 120 copies (or other number 
of copies agreed upon by the CPM) of a proposed facility closure plan with the Energy 
Commission. 

The plan shall: 

1. identify and discuss any impacts and mitigation to address significant adverse 
impacts associated with proposed closure activities and to address facilities, 
equipment, or other project related remnants that will remain at the site; 

2. identify a schedule of activities for closure of the power plant site, transmission line 
corridor, and all other appurtenant facilities constructed as part of the project; 

3. identify any facilities or equipment intended to remain on-site after closure, the 
reason, and any future use therefor; and 

4. address conformance of the plan with all applicable LORS and local/regional plans 
in existence at the time of facility closure, and applicable Conditions of Certification. 

In the event that there are significant issues associated with the proposed facility 
closure plan's approval, or the desires of local officials or interested parties are 
inconsistent with the plan, the CPM shall hold one or more workshops and/or the 
Energy Commission may hold public hearings as part of its approval procedure. 
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In addition, prior to submittal of the proposed facility closure plan, a meeting shall be 
held between the project owner and the Energy Commission CPM for the purpose of 
discussing the specific contents of the plan. 

As necessary, prior to or during the closure plan process, the project owner shall take 
appropriate steps to eliminate any immediate threats to public health and safety and the 
environment, but shall not commence any other closure activities until Energy 
Commission approval of the facility closure plan is obtained. 

COM-13, Unplanned Temporary Closure/On-Site Contingency Plan 

In order to ensure that public health, safety, and the environment are protected in the 
event of an unplanned temporary facility closure, it is essential to have an on-site 
contingency plan in place. The on-site contingency plan will help to ensure that all 
necessary steps to mitigate public health, safety, and environmental impacts are taken 
in a timely manner. 

The project owner shall submit an on-site contingency plan for CPM review and 
approval. The plan shall be submitted no less that 60 days (or other time agreed to by 
the CPM) prior to commencement of commercial operation. The approved plan must be 
in place prior to commercial operation of the facility and shall be kept at the site at all 
times. 

The project owner, in consultation with the CPM, shall update the on-site contingency 
plan as necessary. The CPM may require revisions to the on-site contingency plan over 
the life of the project. In the annual compliance reports submitted to the Energy 
Commission, the project owner shall review the on-site contingency plan and 
recommend changes to bring the plan up to date. Any changes to the plan must be 
approved by the CPM. 

The on-site contingency plan shall provide for taking immediate steps to secure the 
facility from trespassing or encroachment. In addition, for closures of more than 90 
days and unless other arrangements are agreed to by the CPM, the plan shall provide 
for removal of hazardous materials and hazardous wastes, draining of all chemicals 
from storage tanks and other equipment, and the safe shutdown of all equipment. (Also 
see specific Conditions of Certification for the technical areas of Hazardous Materials 
Management and Waste Management.) 

In the event of an unplanned temporary closure, the project owner shall notify the CPM, 
as well as other responsible agencies, by telephone, fax, or e-mail within 24 hours and 
shall take all necessary steps to implement the on-site contingency plan. The project 
owner shall keep the CPM informed of the circumstances and expected duration of the 
closure. 

If the CPM determines that an unplanned temporary closure is likely to be permanent, 
or for a duration of more than 12 months, a closure plan consistent with the 
requirements for a planned closure shall be developed and submitted to the CPM within 
90 days of the CPM's determination (or other period of time agreed to by the CPM). 
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COM-14, Unplanned Permanent Closure/On-Site Contingency Plan 

The on-site contingency plan required for unplanned temporary closure shall also cover 
unplanned permanent facility closure. All of the requirements specified for unplanned 
temporary closure shall also apply to unplanned permanent closure. 

In addition, the on-site contingency plan shall address how the project owner will ensure 
that all required closure steps will be successfully undertaken in the unlikely event of 
abandonment. 

In the event of an unplanned permanent closure, the project owner shall notify the 
CPM, as well as other responsible agencies, by telephone, fax, or e-mail within 24 
hours and shall take all necessary steps to implement the on-site contingency plan. 
The project owner shall keep the CPM informed of the status of all closure activities. 

A closure plan, consistent with the requirements for a planned closure, shall be 
developed and submitted to the CPM within 90 days of the permanent closure or 
another period of time agreed to by the CPM. 

CBO Delegation and Agency Cooperation 

In performing construction monitoring of the project Commission staff acts as, and has 
the authority of, the Chief Building Official (CBO). Commission staff may delegate CBO 
responsibility to either an independent third party contractor or the local building official. 
Commission staff retains CBO authority when selecting a delegate CBO including 
enforcing and interpreting state and local codes, and use of discretion, as necessary, in 
implementing the various codes and standards. 

Commission staff may also seek the cooperation of state, regional, and local agencies 
that have an interest in environmental control when conducting project monitoring. 

Enforcement 

The Energy Commission's legal authority to enforce the terms and conditions of its 
Decision is specified in Public Resources Code sections 25534 and 25900. The Energy 
Commission may amend or revoke the certification for any facility, and may impose a 
civil penalty for any significant failure to comply with the terms or conditions of the 
Energy Commission Decision. The specific action and amount of any fines the Energy 
Commission may impose take into account the specific circumstances of the incident(s). 
This includes such factors as the previous compliance history, whether the cause of the 
incident involves willful disregard of LORS, oversight, unforeseeable events, and other 
factors. Moreover, to ensure compliance with the terms and Conditions of Certification 
and applicable LORS, delegate agencies are authorized to take any action allowed by 
law in accordance with their statutory authority, regulations, and administrative 
procedures. 

39 



PANOCHE 
ENERGY CENTER 

Application For Certification ( 06-AFC-5) 
Fresno County 

v·· 

CALIFORNIA 
ENERGY 
COMMISSION 

z 
0 -vt -'-' ... 
.:a 
z 
0 -vt 
vt -E 
E 
0 
'-' ... 
c z -.... 

DECEMBER 2007 
(06-AFC-S) 
CEC-800-2007-004-CMF 

,''' ' & 
. , ' • ' ; I . '·'. ' �~� ' l ' . • . ....., 



Annual Energy Facility Compliance Fee (COMPLIANCE-9) 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 25806(b) of the Public Resources Code, the 
project owner is required to pay an annual fee of seventeen thousand six hundred 
seventy-six dollars ($17,676), which will be adjusted annually on July 1. The initial 
payment is due on the date the Energy Commission adopts the final decision. All 
subsequent payments are due by July 1 of each year in which the facility retains its 
certification. The payment instrument shall be made payable to the California Energy 
Commission and mailed to: Accounting Office MS-02, California Energy Commission, 
1516 9th St., Sacramento, CA 95814. 

Reporting of Complaints, Notices, and Citations (COMPLIANCE-10) 

Prior to the start of construction, the project owner must serid a letter to property owners 
living within one mile of the project notifying them of a telephone number to contact 
project representatives with questions, complaints or concerns. If the telephone is not 
staffed 24 hours per day, it shall include automatic answering with date and time stamp 
recording . All recorded complaints shall be responded to within 24 hours. The telephone 
number shall be posted at the project site and made easily visible to passersby during 
construction and operation. The telephone number shall be provided to the CPM who 
will post it on the Energy Commission's web page at: 

http://www .energy. ca.gov/sitingcases/power _plants_ contacts. html 

Any changes to the telephone number shall be submitted immediately to the CPM, who 
will update the web page. 

In addition to the monthly and annual compliance reporting requirements described 
above, the project owner shall report and provide copies to the CPM of all complaint 
forms, including noise and lighting complaints, notices of violation, notices of fines, 
official warnings, and citations, within 10 days of receipt. Complaints shall be logged 
and numbered. Noise complaints shall be recorded on the form provided in the NOISE 
Conditions of Certification. All other complaints shall be recorded on the complaint form 
(Attachment A). 

FACILITY CLOSURE 

At some point in the future, the project will cease operation and close down. At that 
time, it will be necessary to ensure that the closure occurs in such a way that public 
health and safety and the environment are protected from adverse impacts. Although 
the project setting for this project does not appear, at this time, to present any special or 
unusual closure problems, it is impossible to foresee what the situation will be in 30 
years or more when the project ceases operation. Therefore, provisions must be made 
that provide the flexibility to deal with the specific situation and project setting that exist 
at the time of closure. Laws, Ordinances, Regulations and Standards (LORS) pertaining 
to facility closure are identified in the sections dealing with each technical area. Facility 
closure will be consistent with LORS in effect at the time of closure. 

There are at least three circumstances in which a facility closure can take place: 
planned closure, unplanned temporary closure and unplanned permanent closure. 
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CLOSURE DEFINITIONS 

Planned Closure 

A planned closure occurs when the facility is closed in an anticipated, orderly manner, 
at the end of its useful economic or mechanical life, or due to gradual obsolescence. 

Unplanned Temporary Closure 
An unplanned temporary closure occurs when the facility is closed suddenly and/or 
unexpectedly, on a short-term basis, due to unforeseen circumstances such as a 
natural disaster or an emergency. 

Unplanned Permanent Closure 

An unplanned permanent closure occurs if the project owner closes the facility suddenly 
and/or unexpectedly, on a permanent basis. This includes unplanned closure where the 
owner implements the on-site contingency plan. It can also include unplanned closure 
where the project owner fails to implement the contingency plan, and the project is 
essentially abandoned. 

COMPLIANCE CONDITIONS FOR FACILITY CLOSURE 

Planned Closure (COMPLIANCE-11) 

In order to ensure that a planned facility closure does not create adverse impacts, a 
closure process that provides for careful consideration of available options and 
applicable laws, ordinances, regulations, standards, and local/regional plans in 
existence at the time of closure, will be undertaken. To ensure adequate review of a 
planned project closure, the project owner shall submit a proposed facility closure plan 
to the Energy Commission for review and approval at least 12 months (or other period 
of time agreed to by the CPM) prior to commencement of closure activities. The project 
owner shall file 120 copies (or other number of copies agreed upon by the CPM) of a 
proposed facility closure plan with the Energy Commission. 

The plan shall: 

1. identify and discuss any impacts and mitigation to address significant impacts 
associated with proposed closure activities and to address facilities, equipment, or 
other project related remnants that will remain at the site; 

2. identify a schedule of activities for closure of the power plant site, transmission line 
corridor, and all other appurtenant facilities constructed as part of the project; 

3. identify any facilities or equipment intended to remain on site after closure, the 
reason, and any future use; and 

4. address conformance of the plan with all applicable laws, ordinances, regulations, 
standards, and local/regional plans in existence at the time of facility closure, and 
applicable Conditions of Certification. 
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Prior to submittal of the proposed facility closure plan, a meeting shall be held between 
the project owner and the Energy Commission CPM for the purpose of discussing the 
specific contents of the plan. 

In the event that there are significant issues associated with the proposed facility 
closure plan's approval, or the desires of local officials or interested parties are 
inconsistent with the plan, the CPM shall hold one or more workshops and/or the 
Energy Commission may hold public hearings as part of its approval procedure. 

As necessary, prior to or during the closure plan process, the project owner shall take 
appropriate steps to eliminate any immediate threats to public health and safety and the 
environment, but shall not commence any other closure activities until the Energy 
Commission approves the facility closure plan. 

Unplanned Temporary Closure/On-Site Contingency Plan 
(COMPLIANCE-12) 

In order to ensure that public health and safety and the environment are protected in the 
event of an unplanned temporary facility closure, it is essential to have an on-site 
contingency plan in place. The on-site contingency plan will help to ensure that all 
necessary steps to mitigate public health and safety impacts and environmental impacts 
are taken in a timely manner. 

The project owner shall submit an on-site contingency plan for CPM review and 
approval. The plan shall be submitted no less that 60 days (or other time agreed to by 
the CPM) prior to commencement of commercial operation. The approved plan must be 
in place prior to commercial operation of the facility and shall be kept at the site at all 
times. 

The project owner, in consultation with the CPM, will update the on-site contingency 
plan as necessary. The CPM may require revisions to the on-site contingency plan over 
the life of the project. In the annual compliance reports submitted to the Energy 
Commission, the project owner will review the on-site contingency plan, and 
recommend changes to bring the plan up to date. Any changes to the plan must be 
approved by the CPM. 

The on-site contingency plan shall provide for taking immediate steps to secure the 
facility from trespassing or encroachment. In addition, for closures of more than 90 
days, unless other arrangements are agreed to by the CPM, the plan shall provide for 
removal of hazardous materials and hazardous wastes, draining of all chemicals from 
storage tanks and other equipment, and the safe shutdown of all equipment. (Also see 
specific Conditions of Certification for the technical areas of Hazardous Materials 
Management and Waste Management.) 

In addition, consistent with requirements under unplanned permanent closure 
addressed below, the nature and extent of insurance coverage, and major equipment 
warranties must also be included in the on-site contingency plan. In addition, the status 
of the insurance coverage and major equipment warranties must be updated in the 
annual compliance reports. 
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In the event of an unplanned temporary closure, the project owner shall notify the CPM, 
as well as other responsible agencies, by telephone, fax, or e-mail, within 24 hours and 
shall take all necessary steps to implement the on-site contingency plan. The project 
owner shall keep the CPM informed of the circumstances and expected duration of the 
closure. 

If the CPM determines that an unplanned temporary closure is likely to be permanent, 
or for a duration of more than 12 months, a closure plan consistent with the 
requirements for a planned closure shall be developed and submitted to the CPM within 
90 days of the CPM's determination (or other period of time agreed to by the CPM). 

Unplanned Permanent Closure/On-Site Contingency Plan 
(COMPLIANCE-13) 

The on-site contingency plan required for unplanned temporary closure shall also cover 
unplanned permanent facility closure. All of the requirements specified for unplanned 
temporary closure shall also apply to unplanned permanent closure. 

In addition, the on-site contingency plan shall address how the project owner will ensure 
that all required closure steps will be successfully undertaken in the event of 
abandonment. 

In the event of an unplanned permanent closure, the project owner shall notify the CPM, 
as well as other responsible agencies, by telephone, fax, or e-mail, within 24 hours and 
shall take all necessary steps to implement the on-site contingency plan. The project 
owner shall keep the CPM informed of the status of all closure activities. 

A closure plan, consistent with the requirements for a planned closure, shall be 
developed and submitted to the CPM within 90 days of the permanent closure or 
another period of time agreed to by the CPM. 

Post Certification Changes to the Energy Commission Decision: 
Amendments, Ownership Changes, Insignificant Project Changes and 
Verification Changes (COMPLIANCE -14) 

The project owner must petition the Energy Commission pursuant to Title 20, California 
Code of Regulations, section 1769, in order to modify the project (including linear 
facilities) design, operation or performance requirements, and to transfer ownership or 
operational control of the facility. It is the responsibility of the project owner to 
contact the CPM to determine if a proposed project change should be considered 
a project modification pursuant to section 1769. Implementation of a project 
modification without first securing Energy Commission, or Energy Commission staff 
approval, may result in enforcement action that could result in civil penalties in 
accordance with section 25534 of the Public Resources Code. 

A petition is required for amendments and for insignificant project changes as 
specified below. For verification changes, a letter from the project owner is sufficient. In 
all cases, the petition or letter requesting a change should be submitted to the CPM, 
who will file it with the Energy Commission's Dockets Unit in accordance with Title 20, 
California Code of Regulations, section 1209. 
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http://www. energy. ca. gov/sitingcases/power _plants_ contacts. html 

Any changes to the telephone number shall be submitted immediately to the 
CPM, who will update the web page. 

In addition to the monthly and annual compliance reporting requirements 
described above, the project owner shall report and provide copies to the CPM of 
all complaint forms, including noise and lighting complaints, notices of violation, 
notices of fines, official warnings, and citations within 10 days of receipt. 
Complaints shall be logged and numbered. Noise complaints shall be recorded 
on the form provided in the NOISE conditions of certification. All other complaints 
shall be recorded on the complaint form (Attachment A). 

FACILITY CLOSURE 

At some point in the future, the project will cease operation and close down. At 
that time, it will be necessary to ensure that the closure occurs in such a way that 
public health and safety and the environment are protected from adverse 
impacts. Although the project setting for this project does not appear, at this time, 
to present any special or unusual closure problems, it is impossible to foresee 
what the situation will be in 30 years or more when the project ceases operation. 
Therefore, provisions must be made that provide the flexibility to deal with the 
specific situation and project setting that exist at the time of closure. Laws, 
Ordinances, Regulations, and Standards (LORS) pertaining to facility closure are 
identified in the sections dealing with each technical area. Facility closure will be 
consistent with LORS in effect at the time of closure. 

There are at least three circumstances in which a facility closure can take place: 
planned closure, unplanned temporary closure, and unplanned permanent 
closure. 

CLOSURE DEFINITIONS 

Planned Closure 

A planned closure occurs when the facility is closed in an anticipated, orderly 
manner, at the end of its useful economic or mechanical life, or due to gradual 
obsolescence. 

Unplanned Temporary Closure 

An unplanned temporary closure occurs when the facility is closed suddenly 
and/or unexpectedly, on a short-term basis, due to unforeseen circumstances 
such as a natural disaster or an emergency. 

Unplanned Permanent Closure 

An unplanned permanent closure occurs if the project owner closes the facility 
suddenly and/or unexpectedly, on a permanent basis. This includes unplanned 
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closure where the owner implements the on-site contingency plan. It can also 
include unplanned closure where the project owner fails to implement the 
contingency plan, and the project is essentially abandoned. 

COMPLIANCE CONDITIONS FOR FACILITY CLOSURE 

Planned Closure (COMPLIANCE-11) 

In order to ensure that a planned facility closure does not create adverse 
impacts, a closure process that provides for careful consideration of available 
options and applicable laws, ordinances, regulations, standards, and 
local/regional plans in existence at the time of closure will be undertaken. To 
ensure adequate review of a planned project closure, the project owner shall 
submit a proposed facility closure plan to the Energy Commission for review and 
approval at least 12 months (or other period of time agreed to by the CPM) prior 
to the commencement of closure activities. The project owner shall file 120 
copies (or other number of copies agreed upon by the CPM) of a proposed 
facility closure plan with the Energy Commission. 

The plan shall: 

1. identify and discuss any impacts and mitigation to address significant adverse 
impacts associated with proposed closure activities and to address facilities, 
equipment, or other project related remnants that will remain at the site; 

2. identify a schedule of activities for closure of the power plant site, 
transmission line corridor, and all other appurtenant facilities constructed as 
part of the project; 

3. identify any facilities or equipment intended to remain on site after closure, 
the reason, and any future use; and 

4. address conformance of the plan with all applicable laws, ordinances, 
regulations, standards, and local/regional plans in existence at the time of 
facility closure, and applicable conditions of certification. 

Prior to submittal of the proposed facility closure plan, a meeting shall be held 
between the project owner and the Energy Commission CPM for the purpose of 
discussing the specific contents of the plan. 

In the event that there are significant issues associated with the proposed facility 
closure plan's approval, or if the desires of local officials or interested parties are 
inconsistent with the plan, the CPM shall hold one or more workshops and/or the 
Energy Commission may hold public hearings as part of its approval procedure. 

As necessary, prior to or during the closure plan process, the project owner shall 
take appropriate steps to eliminate any immediate threats to public health and 
safety and the environment, but shall not commence any other closure activities 
until the Energy Commission approves the facility closure plan. 
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Unplanned Temporary Closure/On-Site Contingency Plan 
(COMPLIANCE-12) 

In order to ensure that public health and safety and the environment are 
protected in the event of an unplanned temporary facility closure, it is essential to 
have an on-site contingency plan in place. The on-site contingency plan will help 
to ensure that all necessary steps to mitigate public health and safety impacts 
and environmental impacts are taken in a timely manner. 

The project owner shall submit an on-site contingency plan for CPM review and 
approval. The plan shall be submitted no less than 60 days (or other time agreed 
to by the CPM) prior to commencement of commercial operation. The approved 
plan must be in place prior to commercial operation of the facility and shall be 
kept at the site at all times. 

The project owner, in consultation with the CPM, will update the on-site 
contingency plan as necessary. The CPM may require revisions to the on-site 
contingency plan over the life of the project. In the annual compliance reports 
submitted to the Energy Commission, the project owner will review the on-site 
contingency plan, and recommend changes to bring the plan up to date. Any 
changes to the plan must be approved by the CPM. 

The on-site contingency plan shall provide for taking immediate steps to secure 
the facility from trespassing or encroachment. In addition, for closures of more 
than 90 days, unless other arrangements are agreed to by the CPM, the plan 
shall provide for removal of hazardous materials and hazardous wastes, draining 
of all chemicals from storage tanks and other equipment, and the safe shutdown 
of all equipment. (Also see specific conditions of certification for the technical 
areas of Hazardous Materials Management and Waste Management.) 

In addition, consistent with requirements under unplanned permanent closure 
addressed below, the nature and extent of insurance coverage, and major 
equipment warranties must also be included in the on-site contingency plan. In 
addition, the status of the insurance coverage and major equipment warranties 
must be updated in the annual compliance reports. 

In the event of an unplanned temporary closure, the project owner shall notify the 
CPM, as well as other responsible agencies, by telephone, fax, or e-mail, within 
24 hours and shall take all necessary steps to implement the on-site contingency 
plan. The project owner shall keep the CPM informed of the circumstances and 
expected duration of the closure. 

If the CPM determines that an unplanned temporary closure is likely to be 
permanent, or for a duration of more than 12 months, a closure plan consistent 
with the requirements for a planned closure shall be developed and submitted to 
the CPM within 90 days of the CPM's determination (or other period of time 
agreed to by the CPM). 

13 Compliance 



Unplanned Permanent Closure/On-Site Contingency Plan 
(COMPLIANCE-13) 

The on-site contingency plan required for unplanned temporary closure shall also 
cover unplanned permanent facility closure. All of the requirements specified for 
unplanned temporary closure shall also apply to unplanned permanent closure. 

In addition, the on-site contingency plan shall address how the project owner will 
ensure that all required closure steps will be successfully undertaken in the event 
of abandonment. 

In the event of an unplanned permanent closure, the project owner shall notify 
the CPM, as well as other responsible agencies, by telephone, fax, or e-mail 
within 24 hours and shall take all necessary steps to implement the on-site 
contingency plan. The project owner shall keep the CPM informed of the status 
of all closure activities. 

A closure plan, consistent with the requirements for a planned closure, shall be 
developed and submitted to the CPM within 90 days of the permanent closure or 
another period of time agreed to by the CPM. 

Post Certification Changes to the Energy Commission Decision: 
Amendments, Ownership Changes. Staff Approved Project Modifications 
and Verification Changes (COMPLIANCE-14) 

The project owner must petition the Energy Commission pursuant to Title 20, 
California Code of Regulations, section 1769, in order to modify the project 
(including linear facilities) design, operation or performance requirements, and to 
transfer ownership or operational control of the facility. It is the responsibility of 
the project owner to contact the CPM to determine if a proposed project 
change should be considered a project modification pursuant to section 
1769. Implementation of a project modification without first securing Energy 
Commission, or Energy Commission staff approval, may result in enforcement 
action that could result in civil penalties in accordance with section 25534 of the 
Public Resources Code. 

A petition is required for amendments and for staff approved project 
modifications as specified below. Both shall be filed as a "Petition to Amend." 
Staff will determine if the change is significant or insignificant. For verification 
changes, a letter from the project owner is sufficient. In all cases, the petition or 
letter requesting a change should be submitted to the CPM, who will file it with 
the Energy Commission's Dockets Unit in accordance with Title 20, California 
Code of Regulations, section 1209. 

The criteria that determine which type of approval and the process that applies 
are explained below. They reflect the provisions of Section 1769 at the time this 
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